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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

An interesting paper on "The Influence of Geographic Factors 
in the Development of Minnesota" was read by Mr. Chessley J. 
Posey, assistant professor of geography at the University of 
Minnesota, at the stated meeting of the executive council on April 
8. The meeting was open to the public and was attended by an 
audience of about sixty members of the society and others. 

The museum and gallery on the third floor of the Historical 
Building were opened to the public on April 8. All exhibits will 
be temporary in character until the new equipment of cases is 
received, and even then it is expected that much of the material 
will be kept in storage the greater part of the time. It will be so 
arranged, however, as to be readily accessible, and from it selec- 
tions will be made from time to time for special exhibits. One 
such special exhibit of objects of war interest was on display 
during April and plans have been made for exhibits in connection 
with the dedication of the building. The number of visitors to 
the museum now averages about sixty a day. 

The following new members, all active, have been enrolled 
during the quarter ending April 31, 1918: Walter L. Mayo and 
George T. Withy of St. Paul ; George M. Stephenson of Minne- 
apolis ; and Charles H. Hopkins of Fairfax. Deaths among the 
members during the same period were as follows: Francis A. 
Sampson of Columbia, Missouri, February 4; William Jay 
Whipple of Winona, February 5 ; Hon. George N. Lamphere of 
Palouse, Washington, February 10; Hubert Howe Bancroft of 
San Francisco, March 2; Hon. Lyndon A. Smith of St. Paul, 
March 5 ; John A. Stees of St. Paul, April 14 ; and Hon. Frank 
Ives of Cass Lake, April 16. 

Gifts 

Through the courtesy of Dr. Folwell the society has received 
two small but valuable collections of manuscripts. These con- 
sist of some papers of Hon. William S. King, presented by his 
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grandson Mr. Lindon S. King of Minneapolis, and some papers 
of Rev. T. S. Williamson, the pioneer missionary, presented by 
Mrs. Helen M. Williamson, widow of his son Henry M. William- 
son, who died recently at Portland, Oregon. 

Dr. Folwell was also instrumental in obtaining for the society 
a copy of the "Boyhood Reminiscences of General Huggins," 
recently written by General Eli Lundy Huggins for his nephews. 
As the son of Alexander Huggins, a Presbyterian missionary to 
the Sioux, General Huggins experienced many of the hardships 
and adventures of pioneer life in Minnesota, some of which he 
describes most entertainingly. Of especial interest are his account 
of a trip made in an ox cart from Traverse des Sioux to Lac Qui 
Parle, October, 1845, and his description of a keel boat voyage 
from Lac Qui Parle to Kaposia and return, on which he accom- 
panied his parents in August, 1849. 

Company C of the One Hundred and Thirty Fifth United 
States Infantry (First Minnesota) has deposited its trophies 
with the society for the duration of the war. These consist of 
a flag used by the company in the battle of Manila, a "National 
Defense Trophy" shield, and a large number of loving cups. 
The latter are kept in two mahogany cases which are now placed 
in the second floor corridor of the Historical Building. 

From Dr. Guy S. Ford, a member of the council of this society 
who is now serving as chairman of the division of civic and edu- 
cational cooperation of the Committee on Public Information 
in Washington, the society has received samples of some of the 
the literature prepared by the Committee on Public Information 
to be dropped behind the German lines from aeroplanes. These 
consist of German translations of President Wilson's addresses 
to Congress on December 5 and January 8. In the latter special 
attention is drawn by means of underscoring to the parts of the 
addresses which were not printed in the German papers. 

The Plymouth Church (Minneapolis) has presented bound 
volumes of its calendars for the years 1915, 1916, and 1917, 
which bring the society's file, beginning with the year 1911, up 
to January, 1918. With the weekly calendars are bound programs 
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of various church organizations and pamphlet editions of ser- 
mons. This policy of depositing ephemeral material with the 
society is one that may well be adopted by other churches, for it 
insures a complete and permanent file that is accessible to the 
public as well as to the people directly interested in the church. 

Mr. Stan. D. Donnelly of St. Paul has presented to the 
society an excellent portrait of his grandfather, Ignatius Don- 
nelly, painted by Nicholas Brewer about 1890. Inasmuch as the 
society possesses a very large and valuable collection of the 
papers of Ignatius Donnelly, it is peculiarly appropriate that this 
painting should be preserved in its gallery. 

To S. W. Frasier of St. Paul and E. F. Joubert of Wheaton 
the society is indebted for files of the Browns Valley Reporter 
from May 20, 1880 to July 4, 1889 and of the Inter-Laken 
Tribune (Browns Valley) from March to June, 1897. The 
Reporter was started by Mr. Frasier in 1880 and was the first 
paper printed in Traverse County. 

Mrs. E. C. Becker of St. Paul recently presented a framed 
pastel portrait of her father, George Augustus Hamilton, done 
by "Jaeger" in 1888. Mr. Hamilton was a member of the society 
and served as its president in 1869. 

The firm of Lee Brothers, photographers of St. Paul, has 
presented, through Mr. K. L. Fenney, a set of twelve panorama 
pictures of units of Minnesota troops engaged in the war. 

A muzzle-loading rifle, a powder horn, and a deerskin pouch, 
which were for years the property of John Bateman of Spring 
Valley, one of the pioneers of southern Minnesota, have been 
presented by G. W. Bateman of Alexandria and W. H. Loomis 
of Richey, Montana, son and grandson of Mr. Bateman. A 
short history of the gun, written by John Bateman in 1905, 
accompanies the gifts. 

Mr. Joseph N. Prokes of Jackson, Minnesota, has presented 
two old copper kettles found by him several years ago near the 
Des Moines River in Jackson County. They appear to be of 
European manufacture, and it is surmised that they were lost 
or abandoned by some pioneer settler at the time of the Indian 
outbreak. These articles are interesting additions to the museum. 



